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Sir: 

The invention relates to a supporting device, which comprises a larger 
clearance for the spindle, whereby the foot receiving device should comprise a 
high level of stability. The foot-receiving device comprises a component, which 
occludes the inner sleeve. Said component comprises an opening for admitting the 
spindle, at least one bracing element located on the upper and/or bottom sides 
thereof, and two opposing bearing points for the support foot. 

As authorized and encouraged under 37 C.F.R. §1 .97-1 .99, applicant 
hereby cites as a means of complying with the duty of disclosure set forth in 37 
C.F.R. §1.56, the following patents and/or documents, copies enclosed, which 
the Examiner should consider with respect to the above-identified United States 
Patent Application: 
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Copies of the publications are included for the express purpose of 
providing the Patent and Trademark Office with an ample opportunity to evaluate 
the same and to arrive at an independent assessment of their materiality, if any, 
with regard to the examination of the application. 



In reviewing the enclosed copies of the above publications, the 
Examiner is requested to ignore any underscoring or highlighting which may appear 
because such markings may or may not have any relationship to the subject matter 
of the above-identified application. The copies being submitted with this 
Information Disclosure Statement are the best copies available at this time. 
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An examination of the present application considering the above 
documents is requested. 
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